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Collections Storage Facility Update

We have made steady progress this year in our long-
term project to expand the museum’s collections stor-
age capacity.

We have received plans showing the scope of
the new collections facility and, despite the delays
caused by the uncertainties in the wider world, the
project has progressed to the stage where our engi-
neers have tested the soil upon which we plan to
build and found it to be suitable. We are now in the
process of having the septic system designed.

This will be DCHA’s first major expansion
since our current office, library and archives building
was constructed in 1978-"79. Now, in the twenty-first
century, DCHA’s storage capacity has reached its
limit. We have no more space to continue accepting
larger donations of objects and other items.

The new collections building will be situated
immediately behind our existing building. It will
come with modern environmental control systems
and have plenty of space for us to keep collecting
items (following recognized museum standards) ger-
mane to Delaware County’s history for several dec-
ades.

Obviously, our plans are not cheap. If you
would like to donate to DCHA specifically for our
collections project, please feel free to do so! Drop us
a line if you have any questions. Contact information
is to be found on the back page of this newsletter.

Thank you for your support!

Coming Soon from DCHA!

In this new book, Pioneer
Homesteaders  of  the
Western Catskills, 1764
—1797, John Miller tells
the untold story of the
first homesteaders along
the Upper Susquehanna
and Delaware Rivers.
Following the French and
Indian War and the un-
easy years leading up to
the American Revolution,
the homesteaders gained
a hard-won foothold on one of America’s first fron-
tiers.

The settlers were soon engulfed in the Revolu-
tion’s brutal New York border war, pitting former
neighbors and friends against each other, and the un-
fortunate Iroquois caught in between.

After the war, in 1790 the nation’s first federal
census was taken, providing us with key insights into
Delaware County’s first 435 families, in particular
how they shared the privations and joys of frontier
life.

Pioneer Homesteaders
of the Western Catskills
1764 — 1797

eography and Genealogy in New York’s

These courageous people who came to the
western Catskills had just won a war that offered
them the chance to forge a new and more equitable
society. We need not forget the names of those who
endured great hardships to nurture an idea and helped
cultivate the emergence of a bold new approach to
nationhood.

We hope to have copies available by the end of
October. Illustrated. 216 pages. Retail price $20.00.
DCHA members receive a 10% discount.

For information about other books available
from our gift shop, please visit:

https://www.dcha-ny.org/books.html



https://www.dcha-ny.org/books.html

Clifford Robert Pettis — A Delaware County Native?
By Michael Kudish

This article is not intended to be a biography of
Clifford Pettis, my colleague, Richard Tucker, has
written that (see next page, right). Instead, it serves
as an introduction to Richard’s well-researched biog-
raphy by weaving together a bunch of my closely-
related observations, made over five decades, that
eventually led me to an awareness of who Pettis was
and just how much he accomplished in his short life.

While teaching forestry students at Paul
Smith’s College (in the northern Adirondacks, be-
tween 1971 and 2005), I would bring them to nearby
Saint John’s-in-the-Wilderness Cemetery to view a
number of planted tree species. As we entered the
driveway to the church, along State Highway 86,
there was a sign:

18851935
Pettis’ Grave
C. R. Pettis, Supt. State Forests 1910-1927
‘Father of Reforestation in New York’ is buried in
the adjacent cemetery.
New York State Education and Conservation
Departments, 1935

The “1885” at the top of the sign refers to the
establishment of the New York State Forest Preserve.
The “1935” refers to the year the sign was installed,
marking the 50" anniversary of the forest preserve.

In the cemetery is a large gravestone with the
inscription:

Clifford Robert Pettis
August 10, 1877 — January 29, 1927
Father of Reforestation in New York State
Superintendent of State Forests 1910-1927
For a quarter of a century a faithful and untiring
public servant. He built up and developed the New
York State Forest Preserve for the permanent use
and enjoyment of his fellow citizens.

Not far distant between Ray Brook and Lake
Placid, also along State Highway 86, is a sign:
“Clifford R. Pettis Memorial Forest planted 1906-
1916. State of New York Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation.” (Sign is shown on page 4.)

I never gave Pettis much more thought until I
attended a lecture at the Delaware County Historical
Association in 2018 by Mark Kennaugh who had re-

cently authored two books on the Delhi Branch of the
New York, Ontario, and Western Railway. On page
39 of his Volume Two is a photo of the Hamden
baseball team, ca. 1896. The players were dressed in
their uniforms, but the young man standing to the
side was (I thought oddly) dressed in a business suit.
The caption identifies the players. The young man in
the business suit is identified as Clifford Pettis.

“It can’t be! It can’t be!”, I thought. The same
Clifford Pettis who has all the historical markers de-
voted to him in the Adirondacks?

I contacted my colleagues, Jim Tucker (Paul
Smith’s College faculty member), and his historian
brother Richard Tucker, both from Gabriels, NY, a
few miles east of the college. Richard has been com-
piling biographical data on many New York State
historic figures including Pettis. I asked Richard: “It
couldn’t be the same Clifford Pettis from Hamden
and later from the northern Adirondacks?” Yes! It
was! Pettis was born in the Town of Hamden in 1877,
and sadly passed away in 1927 before his 50" birth-
day while he was still New York State Superinten-
dent of State Forests.

I went to my home library of Adirondack his-
tory books and found brief entries on Pettis in several
of them, but no statements on the county from which
he came or on his early life. The books began with
his college career, continued with his first profession-
al positions, and ended with his position as Superin-
tendent. A listing of these books is presented below
in a brief bibliography.

Pettis had been responsible for establishing tree
plantations throughout the state including ones at
Lake Clear, Saranac Inn, and Ray Brook in the Adi-
rondacks. Paul Smith had consulted him about the
plantations on hotel, now college, lands (which my
classes and I frequently visited); this relationship
with Paul Smith, plus the fact that his wife, Maude
Otis Pettis, was from nearby Lake Clear, may explain
why he is buried at Saint John’s-in-the-Wilderness.

Closer to home, let us consider Kelly Hollow
which spans the Towns of Middletown (Delaware
County) and Hardenbergh (Ulster County). On May
15th of this year, the Historical Society of Mid-
dletown ran a field trip in Kelly Hollow to study the
remnants of the farms, saw mill, logging railroad, and
recreation facilities. I told the participants about the
extensive spring 1926 Norway spruce plantations put

continued on page 6



Delaware County Native Son, Clifford R. Pettis,

The “Father of Reforestation”—The Early Years
By Richard E. Tucker

Clifford R. Pettis (b. 10 Aug 1877; d. 30 Jan 1927) is
best-known as the ‘Father of Reforestation,” not only
in New York State, but nationally. He is credited
with originating the first system of forest nursery
practice in NYS, for which he became nationally rec-
ognized as THE authority on reforestation. He devel-
oped a plan to minimize the spread of white pine blis-
ter rust and the spread of gypsy moth on state forest
lands. He authored the Bulletin of Forest Nursery
Practice which was later adopted as a handbook of
the U.S. Forest Service. Early on during his tenure
when the Adirondacks were rav-

Franklin County from the Santa Clara Lumber Com-
pany and sold it to Cornell for $165,000. It was to be
used for ‘demonstration’ purposes, but also to offer
hands-on experience to its forestry students. It be-
came known as the ‘College Forest.” While not easy
to reach, the ‘College Forest” was best accessed by
horse and wagon from Tupper Lake to Upper Saranac
Lake at Axton or Wawbeek.

Designed by Dr. Fernow, the curriculum at
Cornell’s College of Forestry was a strong program.
Somehow, Pettis became aware of it, and he trans-
ferred into the program to become a

aged by major forest fires, he, to-
gether with his protégé, William G.
Howard, developed and implement-
ed the NYS forest fire control sys-
tem, again one of the first such pro-
grams in the country.

Initially, Pettis was a forester
in the Forest, Fish & Game Com-
mission, wherein he grew into the
position of Superintendent of For-
ests. He retained this title and posi-
tion during the reorganization into
the Conservation Commission in
1910 soon after the death of Col.
Fox. He retained this title in the
Lands and Forests section of the

professional forester.

The enrollment in the college
was small. It allowed personal at-
tention from the professors; many
life-long friendships and profes-
sional relationships grew between
and among the students and the pro-
fessors.

During the summers, Fernow
put all of ‘his’ junior- and senior-
year students to work at the College
Forest at Axton or at Wawbeek. To
him, on one hand, they were cheap
help to assist with establishing his
tree nurseries, finding and prepar-

NYS Conservation Commission
from 1910 until his untimely death in
1927.

Pettis was born in DeLancey, Delaware Coun-
ty, NY, the elder son of Homer R. Pettis and Marga-
ret Davidson Pettis and grew up on the family farm.
He attended Delaware Academy in Delhi, NY until
September 1895 when he entered Ithaca High School,
a college preparatory school in that city, whence he
graduated with an academic diploma in 1896. While
there he played on the football team and was a mem-
ber of the school congress. In 1897, he entered Cor-
nell University on a state scholarship.

In 1898, Cornell opened its new statutory col-
lege, the New York State College of Forestry, the
first in North America dedicated solely to the teach-
ing of professional forestry. In support of the col-
lege, the NYS legislature bought 30,000 acres of
heavily-logged Adirondack forestland in southern

Clifford R. Pettis

ing tree seeds to plant, and provid-

ing physical labor to establish his
initial plantations. On the other
hand, he knew they were learning valuable lessons
that only hands-on experience can teach. It was per-
haps because of this combination book-learning and
field work that they were highly sought upon gradua-
tion.

In 1901, Pettis was one of five in the second
graduating class to receive a Bachelor of Science of
Forestry (B.S.F.) degree. In 1902, Dr. Fernow, direc-
tor of the college, changed the degree to Forest Engi-
neer (F.E.), whereupon Pettis and his classmates
thenceforth referred to themselves as ‘forest engi-
neers.’

After graduation, he found a job as Assistant
Director of Grounds at the Chautauqua Institute in
Chautauqua County, NY. It was a ‘fill-in’ job, some-
thing to tide him over until he could find a ‘real’ job.
What he did not realize is that Dr. Fernow wanted

continued on next page



him to help with his ‘Adirondack
Experiment’ at Axton, and Col.
William Fox, commissioner of the
Forest, Fish and Game Commis-
sion wanted him for his nascent
reforestation projects. Both were
conspiring to entice him into em-
ployment with one or the other of
them. Pettis was the perfect guy
for the jobs they had in mind.

Fernow’s ‘Adirondack Experiment’ at Axton
was tangibly underway—he had already established
two nurseries, one at Axton and one at Wawbeek,
where he was planning plantations to demonstrate
scientific forestry. Fox was just getting started with
state tree nurseries and tree plantations. Pettis would
be a good fit for either job. When Fernow became
aware that both were after Pettis, he told Fox to hire
him.

Pettis thusly became a NYS forester on 15
April 1902 with the job title of ‘Assistant to the Com-
missioner’ (Col. Wm. F. Fox). As one of the very
few professionally-trained foresters in North Ameri-
ca, it ought not be surprising that he was replacing
one of his Cornell schoolmates, Ralph C. Bryant, the
sole member of the Class of 1900. Bryant had left
the FFGC at the end of 1901 opening up a position
for Pettis to fill.

Fox paired him with his Cornell classmate
Abraham Knechtel who had been at the commission
for almost a year. Knechtel, a former schoolteacher,
having only a year’s experience at the FFGC, was
ostensibly the senior man, but being twenty years
older than Pettis, he easily became a natural mentor
for Pettis. They were already friends from Cornell.
Indeed, Pettis was renting a room at the Knechtel
home at 35 Elberon Place, Albany. They were ini-
tially assigned to establish a state tree nursery at Sa-
ranac Inn near the state fish hatchery.

The year before, Knechtel and Bryant had es-
tablished the first state-owned tree nursery in the U.S.
at Brown’s Station, Town of Olive, Ulster County.
Unfortunately, poor soils and other site conditions
made it expensive to operate. That aside, it was shut
down in 1906 before being submerged by the filling
of the Ashokan Reservoir. No replacement tree
nursery in the Catskills ever came to fruition.

But this led very quickly to developing two tree
plantations near Saranac Inn. Knechtel again took
the lead with Pettis under him. Pettis was in charge
of the field work at Saranac Inn, while Ernest A. Ster-

Clifford R. Pettis

MEMORIAL FOREST

PLANTED 1906 - 1916

f NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY.

ling, F.E. (Class of ’02) was in
charge of preparing the seedlings
from Fernow’s nursery at Axton.

At the same time, Pettis
needed to find spruce seeds for the
Saranac Inn nursery. Commercial
tree nurseries wanted far too much
money for their seeds, their prices
would break the budget, but the
real problem was they did not
have enough seeds for the FFGC plans. Instead, Pet-
tis took work crews into the woods to gather spruce
cones. He dried them and extracted the seeds. His
report on this work was the first of his many FFGC
and other publications. Oddly, his second report that
same year (1902) was on albino brook trout found in
the Adirondack Park.

In the 1902 annual FFGC report, Pettis received
high praise from Col. Fox for saving the nascent state
tree nursery at Saranac Inn twice, after coming on
board only in April. First, he directed a small work
crew in saving the state nursery near Saranac Inn
from an approaching forest fire, and second with an-
other crew he saved the tiny seedlings from being
trampled by hordes of huckleberry pickers well-used
to berrying in the area where the nursery had been
established. In the latter, he had his crew cut off the
tops of the huckleberry bushes while the fruits were
still green. It was a practical solution: No huckleber-
ries, no hordes of berry pickers. The seedlings were
saved. He was Fox’s hero of the day.

In 1903, everything changed. From this time
onward, Pettis’s world would no longer be easy.

The dry spring of 1903 put the Adirondack and
Catskill forests on fire. All of Pettis’s priorities were
disarranged—his focus was now on forest fires. That
year some 600,000 acres of NYS forestland caught
fire and burned. Col. Fox documented some 643
fires in the Adirondacks totaling 464,000 acres, and
another 36,300 acres in the Catskills. As if that were
not enough, the shit hit the fan re. Fernow’s
‘Adirondack Experiment.” After that year’s gradua-
tion at the College of Forestry, Fernow was fired and
the college permanently shut down. Sometime later,
lawsuits ensued, and Pettis was deposed to testify on
what he knew about Fernow’s experiment. Yet, in
the meantime, Col. Fox insisted that the NYS tree
nurseries be continued, the tree plantations be contin-
ued, that life at the FFGC continue as ‘normal’, ex-
cept that a plan needed to be developed to address the
forest fire problem . . .

Department of
Environmental
Conservation



From the Archives: 1946 International Assembly of Women by Ray LaFever

It was 75 years ago in October that the International Assembly of Women convened, hosted by Alice T.
McLean at her mansion in South Kortright. Alice’s co-sponsor was former first lady Eleanor Roosevelt. The

event ran from October 13-20, 1946.

Local photographer, Bob Wyer took a number of photographs at the event, including one of the high

points when Mrs. Roosevelt spoke to those gathered at the close
of the conference. There was also an image showing how crea-
tive they got finding seating for everyone, a group of women
sitting in sleighs.

S ——




Kudish continued from page 2

in by the Conservation Department. I had been in-
formed just prior to our field trip that these spruce
were planted by Ed West (1901-1988), who later be-
came Superintendent of Land Acquisition for New
York State. Ed West was a mentor to me as a gradu-
ate student shortly after he retired. Could you imag-
ine? In the spring of 1926, Ed must have been work-
ing under the supervision of Clifford Robert Pettis!
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Impromptu Stanzas

Written while seated on a barrel of Sweet Cider

at the Delaware County Fair.

Your girl (my boy) would fain enjoy
The comforts you provide her,

Just get your lass a brimming glass
Of excellent sweet cider.

And. when she parts her lips to taste
This charming life renewer,

Just put your arm around her waist,
And pop the question to her.

The glad surprise, may fill her eyes
With tears of real gladness,

And then, I guess, she’ll answer yes,
Without one trace of sadness;
The way to reach a fair one’s heart,
There isn’t any question,

Is by the palate and the mouth,
And organs of digestion.

The honied word is all absurd,
And worthless your palaver,
“Tis tiresome bliss to hug and kiss,
And bill and coo and slavers;
No wonder if her tongue gets rude,
And sharper than a thistle,

If you should fail to get her food,
And never wet her “whistle.”

Vile men have said, when poorly wed,
It was their firm conviction.

True bliss was sham, not worth a dram,
And woman’s love all fiction;

But give her lots of cash to spend,
And viands rich to swallow,

She’ll prove your very dearest friend,
And lead where you must follow.

- James O’Connor, the “Deaf Poet”

From Works of James O’Connor, the “Deaf Poet,”

Walton Fair, 1898 Vol. I, 1879. Published in Arena, NY

See the Balloon

The first Parachute descent ever seen in Delaware county was beheld by those who attended the Mar-
garetville fair on Thursday Aug. 28", Prof. Van Deveer ascended in the monster air ship, and when at a

great height left his balloon and descended to the earth with his parachute — the grandest sight ever beheld
in this section. The Prof will be in Delhi Sept. 5®, 1890, to repeat the same. Don’t miss it, at the Delaware
County Fair. Sept. 5.

— Delaware Gazette September 3, 1890




Medical Remedies Book — January 1855

The Crawford/Wolcott collection includes diaries of
Sheldon W. Crawford, doctor’s accounts & a reme-
dies book. The papers in DCHA’s collection were
found in a doctor’s bag in a house on Main Street in
Treadwell (formerly Croton). The bag was labelled
“Crawford.” It probably came from a farm on Tupper
Hill owned by the Crawfords.

Both the Crawfords and Wolcotts are old Cro-
ton families. Sheldon W. Crawford was probably a
farmer and also repaired clocks and jewelry. Fred (his
brother?) farmed with him. In later years Sheldon W.
Crawford worked for Dr. Wolcott.

The papers were donated by James and Shirley
Serrao in 2003.

From the Remedies Book
(Original spelling and grammar maintained)

Sore Backs on Horses

Disolve %2 oz Blue vitriol in 1 pint water dab 4 or 5
times a day

To keep wounds from mortifying — Sprinkle sugar on
them. The turks wash fresh wounds with wine then
sprinkle sugar on them.

Obstinate Ulcers may be cured with sugar dissolved
in a strong decoction of walnut leaves.

Cholera Cure

1 1/2 oz of spirits of wine ¥4 0z camphor disolved in
the wine. Get a small viol of spirits of Hartshorn. Di-
rections. 1% Give a teaspoon of Hartshorn in a wine
glass of water begin immediately, give 5 drops of the
spirits of wine filling the teaspoon with water cold.
Add a little sugar repeat every 5 minutes till you have
given 3 doses. Wait 15 minutes: commence again as
before. Continue 2 hour unless there is returning
Heat. Should this be the case give one more dose let
them perspire freely as on this life depends, add no
additional covering

Disentery Cure
From 5 to 10 Grains of quissine Given in Gum Ara-
bic water 3 times a day

Chapped Hands

3 drachm of champhor

3 “  white beeswax

3 “  spermaceti

2 oz olive oil

Melt together anoint on going to bed put on a pair of
gloves

Cholera Morbus, Disentery

By the use of Hydro Sulphuric Acid a teaspoonful of
a saturated solution being mixed with 4 times its Bulk
of water

Pain Killer

1 grt Alchohol

1 0z gum myrrh

1 “ Cayenne pepper

1 “ Camphor Gum

1” Opium

Put them all into a bottle Shake well for a week then
let settle pour off from dregs Bottle for use
Direction: 1 teaspoonful is a dose for Adult
Reduced with new milk or warm water Sweetened
with zest of sugar

For colds, burns, diarrhoea, disentary, bruises, sprains

Currant Wine

One quart of currant juice, 2 quarts of water & 3 Ibs
of sugar mix well, cork up & let stand 3 or 4 days.
Then add a little Alchohol & cork tight.

Cutting Glass

Desolve in spirits of Turpentine as much camphor
gum as the Liquid will hold in solution by the aid of
moderate heat — a common file dipped into the solu-
tion and applied to glass will cut it.

Washing Fluid

1 pint Alchohol

“ “ Sup Turpentine

2 0z Aqua Ammonia

1 oz Gum camphor

For 5 glls warm water add 1 pint Soft soap 3 table-
spoons of fluid soak the white clothes 30 minutes
rinse and wring, put in cold water without soap. Boil
30 minutes

Measurement

Go find the circumference of a circle when the diam-
eter is known X the diameter by 3 1/7, or 3’14159 or
Acurately

To find the area multiply the circumference by % of
the diameter, or multiply the square of the diameter
by ‘7854.

Question

Resolved that the females of this Nation, deserve
more honor for their Intelectual & Moral Character
than the males No Sir-ee?



Excerpts from the Diary of Henry Bates, Hamden, NY, 1874

Henry was 22 years old at the time of these entries.
His diary was donated to DCHA by Viola Van-
Valkenberg in 1980.

(Original spelling and grammar maintained)

Thursday, October 1

Helped draw out 9 loads of sowed corn for the cows.
Got the bolts out of an old sled to fix Jerseys sled
with. Drew pumpkins, until 2:15 P.M. and take sit-up
the buckwheat that had fallen down. Eve. Went to the
village & got a pair of boots

Friday, October 2
Helped Rufus draw out 2 loads of sowed corn. Com-
menced digging a ditch on the upper side of the road
below Rufus’ house & dug about 2 > rods Eve. Went
to a social for the benefit of the Pres Church in the
old lodgewood (?)

went over to Thos. Fullers with Rufus to take the fan-
ning mill over Eve, Visiting

Thursday, October 8

Helped Rufus draw out the sowed corn Helped Sam,
Terry churn, Helped Sam & Rufus fix the corn house.
Sam, Gurd, & I went chestnuting Ditched from 2:30
til 4:30. Eve Studying grammar & writing a patron
coupon

Friday, October 9

Fed the cattle sowed corn. Took Lib Conklin & Moth-
er up to Isaac Williams’s. Rufus & I dug about 5 rods
of ditch. Eve. Reading papers.

Saturday, October 10

Ruf & I drew out the sowed corn for the cows.
(Rainy) Sorted over a few bushels of potatoes & dug
about 4 rods of ditch. Eve. Studying grammar &

Saturday, October 3
A.M. Dug ditch. P,M.
Churned & dug ditch
to the 2" angle above
the road, about 2 rods
long Eve. Visiting with
Curt Stoddard

Sunday, October 4
Asleep. Eve. Went to
church: Lauren (?)
preached

Monday, October 5
Drew out sowed corn
for the cows & built a
hog-trough & fixed the
hog pen. P.M. Carried
buckwheat together &
loaded it on the sled & helped thresh. Eve Studie
grammar

Tuesday, October 6

Took Curt Stoddard up as far as D. Signors, helped
draw out 2 loads of sowed corn, fixed hog trough,
picked stones out of the brook above the bridge: draw
2 loads of buckwheat straw to the lower barn:
cleaned up buckwheat. Eve. studying grammar

Wednesday, October 7

Mrs. Terry & Sam came over Helped Rufus draw out
2 loads of sowed corn & finish cleaning up the buck-
wheat. P.M. Rode to the village with Sam, Terry;

Unidentified Corn Cutting crew

reading.

Sunday, October 11
Wolds and the 5 year-
lings: found the year-
lings in Mrs. Signors
meadow & the rest in
our pasture. Eve. Went
to churchent on the
hill to look for old
Morely, 3 two year

Monday, October 12
Fed the cows pump-
kins in the cowyard.
Husked corn until 3
P.M. then carried corn
stalks for the cows on
our backs dug ditch

J from 3 till 5:30. Received 2 books (Principles of Elo-

quence & Principia Latina) from Harper’s. Eve,
Commenced studying Latin.

Tuesday, October 13

Husked 2 > stouts of corn. Drew 42 stouts of corn
into the lower barn, 28 in the uper cow stable & 14 in
the lower one. Drew in 2 loads of cornstalks & 1 load
of corn containing 34 bu. 16 husked by J Larsen & 18
by Rufus & I. Eve. Studying Latin

Wednesday, October 14

Husked corn in the uper cow stable. Helped Rufus kill
& dress a weather lamb. Eve. Studied latin about 7>
hour



Thursday, October 15

A.M. Husked corn in the cowstables P.M. Drew 18
stouts of corn in the lower cowstable, & 28 in the up-
er. Drew in a load of cornstalks Eve. Studying Latin
2" declention

Friday, October 16

Drew out a load of pumpkins: husked corn until 2
P.M. drew in 2 loads of cornstalks & I load of corn
& unloaded 13 bushels. Eve. Helped Rufus husk corn
in the lower barn

Saturday, October 17

Unloaded 27 bushels of corn & drew out cornstalks
& pumpkins for the cows. Husked corn until 2:30
P.M. drew in a load of cornstalks & I load of corn in
the barn. Eve Studied Latin until 10P.M.

Sunday, October 18
At home in bed. Eve. Went to church.

Monday, October 19

Helped draw up pumpkins & cornstalks for the cows:
& unloaded 1 load of corn & drew another up from
the lower barn & unloaded it P.M Husked corn. Eve.
Studying latin

Tuesday, October 20

Helped Rufus draw out cornstalks & pumpkins for the
cows. Husked corn until 2 P.M. drew in 2 loads of
cornstalks & 1 load of corn unloaded the corn con-
tained 4 basketfuls. Eve. Studied latin

Wednesday, October 21

A.M. Raised the corn house & dug ditch. P.M On the
hill chesnuting with Merchant Peters of Callicoon,
Eve. Playing dominoes.

Sunday, October 25
A.M. Went to church. 3PM Took Charlie Bates down
to Dr. Bassett’s. Eve. Went to church

Monday, October 26
Ditching: Rufus & I dug about 4 rods near the uper
end of the middle branch. Eve. Studded Latin

Tuesday, October 27

Finished the center branch of the ditch & dug a small
branch about 3 rods long on the left side of it. Com-
menced the right hand branch about 3:30P.M. Eve.
Studied Latin

Wednesday, October 28
Ditching Rufus & I dug about 6 rods. Eve. Studying
latin.

Thursday, October 29

Put down the sitting room carpet. Digging ditch:
commenced at the first (or lower) angle of the right
hand branch & dug up to the second; a distance of
about 28 rods. Eve. Studying latin

Friday, October 30

Drew a load of wood down to Rev. S Straseburgh.
Dug about 3 rods of ditch commencing at the 2" an-
gle of the right hand branch. Eve. Went down to R.
Liddle’s with Ruf

Saturday, October 31

Dug about 4 rods of ditch & measured all of the
branches: whole length 55 > rods. Finished digging
at 4:30. Eve. Studying Latin & reading Mary’s Prin-
ciples

Thursday, October 22

Fixed a bar up to keep the cows out
of the swill barrel Commenced
ditching about 9:30 A.M. & ditched
until 5 P.M. Eve. Studying Latin &
visiting with Hattie & R.V. Liddle

Friday, October 23

Commenced digging the middle
branch of the ditch above the lower
orchard dug about 4 rods of it. Eve.
Studying Latin translated 7 pages

Saturday, October 24

Dug ditch about 4 rods of it. Eve.
Studying latin & visiting with C.
Bates.

Unidentified Road Crew



How a Delaware County Village
Got Its Name

Hancock — A story comes from this region as to how
the Cadosia Creek and the village and valley got their
names.

After the close of the Revolution there were
only a few scattered white settlers in Delaware Coun-
ty and a tribe of Indians, who lived along the creek.
The Indians decided to remove to Oneida.

After packing their belongings they started out
and got as far as Cook House (now Deposit) when
they discovered that a highly prized kettle had been
left behind. Someone would have to go back after it
and a council was held. The choice fell upon a six-
teen-year old girl, who was fleet of foot. Without a
murmur, she sped away into the wilderness with the
fleetness of a deer, crossing steams and climbing
mountains.

Near nightfall she topped the last hill that lay
between her and the old camp, and as she descended
into the valley the shadows were deep. Suddenly
there was a crackling in the bushes and a great, shag-
gy object appeared. It was a monster bear who sprang
at her with angry growls.

Quick as a flash, the maiden ran to a small tree
and before bruin could lay his ugly paws upon her
she was safe among the small branches. But all night
bruin kept vigil at the foot of the tree, and the Indian
girl had to stay awake so as not to tumble to the
ground.

Morning dawned at last and from her perch she
saw a thin line of smoke curling into the morning air.
A few calls brought two hunters to her aid and they
quickly shot the bear. They asked her name, which
she told them was “Cadosia.” They gave her of their
rations and helped her find the lost kettle. She asked
for one of the bear’s paws to corroborate her story
when she should rejoin her people. This she put into
the kettle and with a few words of thanks, disap-
peared into the forest and nothing more was ever
heard of her.

This was new country to the white people and
the hunters decided that it should be named for the
brave Indian girl who was not afraid to spend the
night in a tree with a bear snarling at its foot. So they
called the creek and valley, “Cadosia.”

— Hancock Herald
Delaware Republican October 3, 1946
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Postcard from DCHA Archives

“BELIEVE IT, OR NOT”
Hancock Man Returns from Canada
With Amazing Fish Story.

Mr. and Mrs. James Kenny of Handsome Hol-
low returned Friday from a 3,000-mile pleasure
trip, through the western part of the state and
Canada.

While at Carquet, N.B., Mr. Kenny had
the surprise of his life. He went fishing for
smelts in the same locality he fished last year.
Out three hours he caught 162, one of which
seemed to be deformed. Opening the fish, he
found his gold watch, which he lost overboard
last year while fishing in that vicinity, and it
was still running, having lost only three
minutes. Yes, it was running, for K. says the
action or motion of the fish’s gills in breathing,
had kept the watch wound up. If you are in

doubt, ask him about it. — Hancock Herald.
Delaware Express October 13, 1933
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Ambrose Boyce: A Delaware County Soldier in Andersonville by Samantha Misa

During the American Civil War, a desire on the part
of young men to join the conflict and the necessity
for new recruits often led to soldiers enlisting despite
being under the required age of 18. Historian Jim
Murphy estimates that somewhere between 250,000
and 420,000 soldiers who enlisted were 17 or under,
with approximately 100,000 age 15 or younger.

One of this number was Ambrose A. Boyce of Frank-
lin. Born to parents John and Cornelia (Spoor) Boyce
in 1847 or 1848, Ambrose Boyce worked on a farm
with his siblings
until he volun-
——— teered to join the
: < 3 New York
Cavalry on Feb-
ruary 11, 1864 at
age 15 or 16. De-

scribed in his
muster roll as
having “grey

eyes, brown hair,
a fair complex-
ion” and standing
5 feet, 5 inches
tall, Boyce and

several other

Delaware County

volunteers  left

Ambrose A. Boyce for the ) South

age and date unknown from Norwich on
Image courtesy of FindAGrave February 26.

Only several weeks into his term of service, Private
Boyce was reported as “missing in an engagement
near Chula Station, Mattox Bridge, Virginia.” Boyce
had been taken prisoner during a skirmish, and would
spend the remainder of his life in the Andersonville
Confederate prison camp in Georgia. Known official-

ly as the Camp Sumter Military Prison at Anderson-
ville, this prisoner of war facility became notorious
for its poor treatment of prisoners and lack of medical
care for the wounded. Despite only existing for the
final 14 months of the war, an estimated 45,000 Un-
ion prisoners were confined in Andersonville, and
nearly 13,000 died from malnutrition, poor treatment,
and overcrowded conditions.

On September 14, 1864, seven months after Private
Boyce volunteered for service, he was reported as
having died in Andersonville of “debilitas,” a 19"
century medical term denoting general weakness or
feebleness. Boyce was buried in Andersonville Na-
tional Cemetery in Georgia with the thousands of oth-
er soldiers who succumbed to neglect at the prison
camp. Several months later, Delaware County news-
paper The Bloomville Mirror published a brief report
on Boyce’s death, noting that he had died “in the re-
bel prison at Andersonville” and was 16 years old.

A list of other men from Delaware County who
served in the Civil War can be found at DCHA’s
website:https://
www.dcha-ny.org/
CivilWarsol-
dierlist071917.pdf.

Boyce’s grave at
Andersonville National
Cemetery. &
Image courtesy of Kev- [
in Frye, Andersonville
Historian.

We Must “Weather the Weather.”

The heavy rain of last Wednesday filled the local streams to overflowing, although no special damage has
been reported. The weather man is here again with hot weather. Soon, the “old boy” will be here with cold

weather, snow and ice. But we must weather the weather whatever the weather, whether we like it or not.

This old saying will go down in history as never failing. — Margaretville Cor.
Delaware Express September 3, 1937
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