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Headwaters of History  

 

The annual meeting of the Delaware 
County Historical Association 
(DCHA) was held on Sunday, Novem-
ber 6, 2022. As always, the highlight 
of the meeting was the presentation of 
DCHAôs annual Awards of Merit to 
those individuals/organizations who 
have volunteered their time and skills 
to preserve and/or present the history 
of Delaware County and the wider re-
gion.  
 

This year, the following individuals/
organizations were recognized for their 
achievements: 
 

Gary Williams of the Hobart Histor-
ical Society: a long standing member 
and volunteer who recently scanned 
over 120 scrapbooks, converting each 
file into OCR to make them searcha-
ble. He plans to eventually have them 
available online. He also maintains the 
buildings and grounds of the museum. 
Visit their website at:  http://
www.hobarthistoricalsociety.org/ 
 

Diane Galusha, President of the Historical Society 
of Middletown, helped found the Society in 2004. 
Diane coordinates talks, workshops, panel discus-
sions and tours such as the popular Annual Living 
History Cemetery tours. She has also authored sever-
al books and gives talks on local history. Visit their 
website at: https://mtownhistory.org/ 
 

Franklin Railroad and Community Museum 
Since its opening, the Franklin Museum has grown 
quickly. They have a large historical collection on the 
O&W Railway including the New York Ontario and 
Western Car 30 known as the ñWarwick.ò They also 
have a library with over 200 scrapbooks about Frank-
lin and displays on the history of Native Americans, 

the Delaware Literary Institute and Franklin Central 
School. Visit their website at: https://
www.franklinrrcommmuseum.com/  
 

DCHA is proud to honor these people and organiza-
tions who have contributed so much to the preserva-
tion and understanding of our regionôs fascinating 
history.  

2022 award winners, from L-R:  
Diane Galusha, Alicia Laing & Colin Campbell, Gary Williams. 

2022 Awards of Merit  

 

A Fond Farewell 
 

Fleischmanns resident Peggy Kearney, longtime 
DCHA board member, stepped down from her 
position earlier this year. We would like to thank 
Peggy for her many years of service to the muse-
um and wish her well. Weôll see you around! 
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Some of our archival records at DCHA are associated 
with noted figures in history:  
 
When Jabez Bostwick 
was appointed as tax 
collector, described 
officially as ñan act 
for the assessment 
and collection of Di-
rect Taxes and Inter-
nal Duties,ò it was a 
Presidential appointment. The appointment is dated 
November 10, 1813 and was signed by the fourth 
President of the United States, James Madison. This 
document has a bonus of a second Presidential signa-
ture. It was also signed by then Secretary of State 
James Monroe, who succeeded Madison as President 
in 1817. Bostwick was later the first town supervisor 
for the Town of Hamden and was a judge for many 
years.  
 
President Franklin Roosevelt was invited to attend 
the celebration of the Town of Waltonôs Sesquicen-
tennial in 1935. At lower-right  is the letter he wrote 
to Joseph Knox, Jr., the chair of the committee, de-
clining the invitation and wishing the committee well. 
 
On April 13, 1972, President Richard Nixon sent a 
personal letter (below) from the White House to Bob 
Wyer in response to Wyerôs sending him copies of 
the postcard images he took of Whittier College, Nix-
onôs alma mater. 
 
We also have in our col-
lections Martin Van Bu-
renôs signature in the 
Sherwood Collection. 
The signatures of presi-
dents William McKinley 
and Theodore Roosevelt 
show up for appointing 
Jonas Preston as post-
master for Delhi. We 
have his postal appoint-
ments from 1899, signed 
by McKinley, and from 
1907, signed by Roose-
velt.   
 
And in our newsletter 
from August 2019, we 
shared information on 
two letters sent to State  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Senator Ogden Bush from future president, Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, once when Eisenhower was a candi-
date for the White House and later when he was Pres-
ident-elect.  
 
We also have letters signed by several New York 
governors, including Daniel D. Tompkins, Al Smith 
and Thomas E. Dewey.  
 
Could more noted signatures show up? One never 
knows. Iôm always keeping an eye out for them. 

Left: Jabez Bostwick appointment with close up of James 
Madison signature above. James Monroe signature below 

From the Archives: Presidential Signatures at DCHA 
by Ray LaFever 

Gould Map 1856,  Incorrect Version 

Above: Franklin D. Roosevelt letter  
Left: Richard Nixon letter 
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Historic Items Donated 
 

Object donations continue to be delivered to DCHA, 
some in unusual ways. The photo below shows a 
crew from the Village of Delhi delivering an Auto-
matic Voting Machine on November 29. Made in 
Jamestown, NY and used for many years by the vil-
lage, the piece includes instructions for use.  

Also shown here is an 
image of former US 
Congresswoman, Mar-
ian Clarke casting her 
vote in what we think 
is the very same (or 
similar) voting appa-
ratus just donated. The 
photo was taken by 
Bob Wyer on Novem-
ber 4, 1952. 

A second object recently 
received was that donat-
ed by the Stamford 
Methodist Church. Itôs a 
1904 plaque dedicating 
the churchôs new memo-
rial organ. Made of met-
al and measuring 25ò x 
35 ıò x 7/16,ò this arti-
fact is quite heavy. The 
plaque reads: ñErected 
June 24, 1904. Rev 
W.H. Moser, Pastor.ò 
Thereôs also a lengthy 
list of names on the 
plaque. 

Capital Fundraising Update 
 

As many readers are aware, DCHA has been actively 
soliciting donations over the past two years to raise 
money for a new collections building. Your donations 
will complement local, state and federal grants. 
 

We are pleased to report that through your generosity 
we have raised over $22,000 during 2022! Taking 
into account expenses already incurred (soil and wa-
ter tests, septic tests, architectural drawings, museum 
consultant, etc.) we now have approximately $50,000 
set aside for construction of the new building. 
 

If you would like to make a donation to DCHA you 
may send us a check, or use PayPal via our website. 
 

Thank you to all who have given and helped DCHA 
in any way during 2022! We wish you a peaceful hol-
iday season and a prosperous 2023. 

 
Lucky Winner! 

 

Congratulations to Betty MacGibbon of 
Walton who was the lucky winner of our 
annual raffle competition for 2022. Betty 
won the Tied Quilt.  
 

This year the raffle raised approximately 
$300. Thank you to those who purchased 
tickets 
 
 

 

Deer ñWiseò to the Hunting Season 
 

According to Delaware Division trainmen on 
the Erie, about 50 fine buck deer are proving 
themselves mighty smart. These bucks graze 
on the Pennsylvania side of the line at Cascade 
between Gulf Summit, N.Y., and Lanesboro, 
Pa., until hunters are scented and then dash 
across the line into York state where the deer 
hunting season ended Nov. 15. Hunters have 
been able to see the deer with field glasses, but 
they are not able to get within shooting range 
while they are on the Pennsylvania side of the 
line.  
 - Delaware Express, December 25, 1936 
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In 2009 June Stoesser donated a transcript of a diary 
she found in a wall. She describes finding it:  
 
The nails pulled hard; they had been in the wood a 
long time. How many years I didnôt know, nor did I 
think about it at the time. The job was dusty and I 
was getting dirty ï those were my thoughts. The nails 
finally gave way and the lath and plaster were out of 
the way. There between the studs lay a small dark red 
notebook of some kind. I picked it up, and blew off 
some of the dust. The edges of the paper looked black 
from dampness and dirt that had collected through-
out the years. It proclaimed itself a diary ï it was 
written in gold letters across the cover. Probably one 
of those things people buy and plan to keep up every 
day of the new year, but somehow donôt get so im-
portant as the year wears on and finally give it up.  
 

I opened the first page and saw the name Jason 
Fuller, Fuller Hill, Delaware Co., New York. I leafed 
through the pages and found some notation on every 
page of the year and in the back, a notation on every 
penny he spent, the date, and to whom it was given. It 
was all there; one year of the life of a man who clung 
to life on a hillside farm in Delaware County. He was 
born in these Catskill Mountains, as were his parents. 
His forefathers on his fatherôs side had come here 
after the Revolutionary War. His forefathers on his 
motherôs side were here before the Revolutionary 
War and tried to stick it out throughout the Revolu-
tion. His roots were deep in what small amount of 
topsoil covers the rocky ledges of Delaware County.  
 

I would like to give you a little history of Jason Fuller 
and his forefathers. Jason Fuller was born in 1865 
and died February 16, 1938 at Downsville. He was, 
at the time of his death, the caretaker of the 
Downsville School and was in his 73rd year of life. He 
is buried in Paige Cemetery in Downsville. He was 
the son of Anson B. Fuller, who was born February 
1, 1831 and died December 19, 1904 and his wife, 
Fanetta A. Gregory Fuller. She was born August 14, 
1834 and died March 24, 1897.  
 
Thursday, November 24, 1904 Ther: 20 
Weather cloudy. Snowy, I cleared off the barn floor 
and cut some wood and after dinner went and helped 
Kine Foote thrash oats.  
 

Saturday, November 26, 1904  Ther: 20 
Weather cloudy and snowy. We thrashed out the oat 
today Charles Wolmer thrashed for us. Bert Walter 
and Ernest helped us.  
 
 

Sunday, November 27, 1904  Ther: 20 
Weather cloudy. Helped do the chores and went 
down to meeting and Sabbeth School and then came 
back home.  
 

Monday, November 28, 1904  Ther: 8 
Weather cloudy. Bert and I carried in the apples in 
the house and then cut some wood.  
 

Tuesday, November 29, 1904  Ther: 14 
Weather cloudy and windy. I drawed two loads of 
stove wood and the oats down to the wagon house 
and then helped Walter and Ernest cut some four foot 
wood.  
 

Wednesday, November 30, 1904 Ther: 34 
Weather clear. I butchered the pigs today. Albert 
helped me, they weighed, two of them 151, one 166 
and one 146. 
 

Thursday, December 1, 1904   Ther: 14 
Weather cloudy. I went to Downsville and back to-
day. Bert went with me.  
 

Friday, December 2, 1904  Ther: 12 
Weather cloudy. I packed the pork and cut some 
stove wood. 
 

Saturday, December 3, 1904  Ther: 16 
Weather cloudy. I cut and drawed some wood and 
fixed roads in the wood choppings.  
 

Sunday, December 4, 1904  Ther: 14 
Weather cloudy. I did the chores and went down to 
Sabbeth School and meeting and came back and did 
the chores at night. 
 

Monday, December 5, 1904  Ther: 10 
Weather cloudy. Snowy, George and I fixed roads in 
the wood chopping and I filed Uncle Chets cross cut 
saw.  
 

Tuesday, December 6, 1904  Ther: 14 
Weather clear. We underbrushed fallow and banked 
the house and drawed manure on the potatoes.  
 

Wednesday, December 7, 1904  Ther: 22 
Weather cloudy. We finished drawing the manure on 
the potatoe holes and then underbrushed fallow and 
cut wood.  
 

Thursday, December 8, 1904  Ther: 14 
Weather snowy and cloudy. George and I cut some 
wood and cleaned out the wagon house and ground 
our axes and then I went down to Edd Fullers funeral. 
George cut wood.  

The Year Was 1904 ~ Jason Fuller, Colchester ~ Diary Excerpts  
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Friday, December 9, 1904  Ther: 10 
Weather clear. George and I sawed wood and cut 
some drags and after dinner we drawed wood on the 
yard. 
 

Saturday, December 10, 1904  Ther: Zero 
Weather cloudy. I went to Downsville and back to-
day. Bert went with me. George cut wood.  
 

Sunday, December 11, 1904  Ther: 0 
Weather clear. I did chores and went down to meet-
ing and Sabbeth School and went back home and ate 
dinner and went up to John Fullers and staid all night.  
 

Monday, December 12, 1904  Ther: 20 
Weather cloudy. Got up and ate breakfast and went 
over to Walton and ate dinner to Uncle Mortimers 
and took the train for Delhi, went up to the court 
house answered to my name and then went to my 
boarding place. Secured at Wanaikings at 60 cts per 
day.  
 

Tuesday, December 13, 1904  Ther: 18 
Weather snowy. Ate breakfast went over to Court 
House was drawn and not held. The case was people 
against Milton Stevens for rape, found not guilty. 
 

Wednesday, December 14, 1904 Ther: 12 
Weather cloudy. Ate breakfast went over to Court 
House, was drawn on and held, the case was the peo-
ple against Arthur Entrot for wreaking a train in the 
Walton Yard last June. He was found guilty.  
 

Thursday, December 15, 1904 Ther: 4 below 0 
Weather cloudy. I went over to the Court House and 
sat on the Jury, went out with the case at İ past 10 
staid out until 7 oôclock at night, ate dinner and sup-
per with the sheriff and then went up to my boarding 
place.  
 

Friday, December 16, 1904  Ther: 16 
Weather clear. I went over to the court house and 
staid all day, got discharged at night, took the train 
down to Uncle Mortimers and staid all night. 
 

Saturday, December 17, 1904  Ther: 18 
Weather cloudy. I got up and ate breakfast and went 
over to Downsville and staid there awhile and then 
went over home.  
 

Sunday, December 18, 1904  Ther: 18 
Weather clear. Helped do the chores and staid to 
home all day and did the chores at night. 
 

Monday, December 19, 1904  Ther: 20 
Weather snowy, clear off in the afternoon. I fixed the 
wood rack and fixed the stable some and watered the 

stock and started two loads of four foot wood.  
 

Tuesday, December 20, 1904  Ther: 12 
Weather cloudy. Went to Downsville and back today. 
Flossie and Edith, Bert and Albert went with me. Pa 
died this morning. Bought a coffin of Hermie Wilson 
for $44.00. 
 

Wednesday, December 21, 1904 Ther: 8 
Weather cloudy. I went to Cooks Falls and back to-
day, took up 20 bushels of potatoes, sold them to G.I. 
Treyz for 57 İ cents for the bushel. $11.50 cents.  
 

Thursday, December 22, 1904 Ther: 14 
Weather cloudy. Did not do anything but chores. 
Went to Pas funeral. The text was Jerymiah 6 chapter 
16 verse.  
 

Friday, December 23, 1904  Ther: 34 
Weather cloudy rainy. I went to Walton and back to-
day. Took Clair and Carrie home.  
 

Saturday, December 24, 1904  Ther: 14 
Weather cloudy. I did the chores and cut basswood 
logs today, I cut 8 loads.  
 

Sunday, December 25, 1904  Ther: 12 
Weather cloudy and snowy. I helped do chores and 
went down to meeting and Sabbeth school and came 
home and helped do the chores at night.  
 

Monday, December 26, 1904  Ther: 12 
Weather cloudy. George and I started wood, we start-
ed 9 loads about 5 cords.  
 

Tuesday, December 27, 1904  Ther: 36 
Weather rainy. We did chores and moved some hay 
and wattered the stock and then I went to Downsville, 
took Nellie and the buggy. Bert went with me.  
 

Wednesday, December 28, 1904 Ther: 14 
Weather cloudy. George and I sawed wood in the 
forenoon and cut basswood logs in the afternoon. 
 

Thursday, December 29, 1904  Ther: 14 
Weather cloudy. I cut fallow in the forenoon, had 23 
cords of wood measured and after dinner I cleaned 
out the hen house and split some wood on the yard.  
 

Friday, December 30, 1904  Ther: 18 
Weather clear. I cut some basswood logs in the fore-
noon and started two loads of acid wood, 1 cord. 
 

Saturday, December 31, 1904  Ther: 28 
Weather clear. I started wood today, I drew 6 loads, 4 
cords.  
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In Memoriam: Mary Robinson Sive 
August 9, 1923 ï October 24, 2022 

DCHA has sadly lost another 
longstanding member and sup-
porter. Mary Robinson Sive 
passed away on October 24, 
2022. She was 99 years old. 
Mary is best known at DCHA 
for her book Lost Villages: His-
toric Driving Tours in the Cats-
kills originally published by 
DCHA in 1998 and reprinted in 
2002. Delaware Countyôs past 

comes alive in this guide to historic driving tours. 
 

Mary wrote about Lost Villages, ñI undertook this 
project because in my travels I noticed such things as 

old cemeteries, old bridge abutments, or abandoned 
pieces of road and wondered about them. As I learned 
more, I wanted to share what I had learned. I hope 
that in doing so, I may heighten readersô awareness of 
what is out there to be observed as well as to heighten 
their awareness of the past.ò  
 

A few years later she turned her attention to a collec-
tion of diaries at DCHA, coming in once a week for a 
whole summer to read through the 50 diaries of Jen-
nie McKenzie Hewitt Doland. After reading the dia-
ries Mary wrote When the Trains Ran: The Diary of a 
Delaware County Woman, 1877 ï 1928. 
 

Our condolences to Mary Siveôs family. 

 

Delaware County Historical Association 
2023 Winter Calendar 

 

Ongoing ~ Exhibit: Arthur Austin: Photos of Franklin, 1900 ï 1940  
  An exhibit of works by Franklin amateur photographer, Arthur E. Austin on display in the Elijah 
  Thomas Gallery at DCHA until Feb. 29, 2023. Monday ï Friday 11 am to 4 pm. Free admission!  
 

Saturday, January 28 ~ Desserts and Diaries ~ 2pm (Snow date ï Feb. 4) 
  Chase away the winter blahs é visit the museum for an afternoon of delectable delights! Come 
  and listen to readings  of historic diaries, letters and narratives from DCHA's collections   
  while enjoying a sumptuous buffet of desserts. Reservations required by January 26.    
  Cost: $10.00 per person. Call 607-746-3849 or e-mail dcha@delhi.net to reserve. 
 

Sunday, February 26 ~ Basket Workshop ~ 12pm to 5pm (Snow date ï March 5) 
  This class is taught by master basket weaver Martha Bremer. She has been weaving and teaching 
  baskets for more than 30 years. No experience necessary. All materials and tools are included. 
  Please bring a small towel to soak up excess water. Registration required by February 22nd. Cost 
  $75.00 per person, which includes a $40 materials fee. Call 607-746-3849 or e-mail   
  dcha@delhi.net to register. 
  

Saturday, April 8 ~ Unusual Railroads of Upstate NY ~ 2pm 
  Visit DCHA and enjoy a presentation given by local railroad historian John Duda. John will be 
  highlighting the more unusual railroads in our region. Free admission!  

 

ñHainôt Seen Nuthinô Yetò 
Let Those Who Think Weôve Had Cold Weather Go to Vermont. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Gorton and two children arrived home Sunday after spending a vacation with relatives 
at Burlington, Vermont. Mr. Gorton advises us that we have not had any cold weather here, compared to 
weather at the above-named place, when the thermometer went from 45 to 52 below. Ice he saw being har-
vested that was 28 inches in thickness and he reported 32-inch ice in some places. ï Andes Cor. 
 - Delaware Express, January 12, 1934 

mailto:dcha@delhi.net
mailto:dcha@delhi.net
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Eleanor Clarke Slagle: A Notable Woman of Delaware County 
By Lori T. Andersen, author of the book ñEleanor Clarke Slagle: Mother of Occupational Therapyò 

Clarke Slagle continued on page 8 

Eleanor Clarke Slagle, a native of Delaware County, 
was born in 1870 to William J. Clark and Emma 
Davenport Clark in Hobart at the Clark family home-
stead, the current location of Second Wind Furniture 
and Antiques.  (The spelling of the family surname, 
Clark, was primarily used in the 1800s; the spelling, 
Clarke, was primarily used in the 1900s).  Her father 
served as a second lieutenant in the 144th New York 
State Volunteer Infantry and her maternal great-
grandfather, John Davenport I, was the namesake of 
Davenport and the townôs first supervisor.  Her broth-
er, John Davenport Clarke, served as a United States 
Congressman from New Yorkôs 34th District during 
the 1920s and 30s.  A leader in her own right, Mrs. 
Slagle became a major force behind the growth and 
development of occupational therapy in the United 
States and in the world.   
 William J. Clark moved his family to Delhi in 
1877 to serve a three-year term as sheriff of Delaware 
County.  Growing up in Delaware County, Eleanor 
loved the performing arts and appeared in several 
community theatre productions in the 1880s and 
1890s.  When her parents separated in the mid 1880s, 
Eleanor and her brother lived at times in boarding 
schools and at times with their Aunt Frances Clark at 
the Clark family homestead.  Aunt Frances was a 
dressmaker who had a curious nature and loved to 
read.  She was considered their surrogate parent.   
 Eleanor married Robert E. Slagle in April 1894 
at St. Peterôs Episcopal Church 
in Hobart.  Robert was em-
ployed by the Pullman Parlor 
Car Company headquartered in 
Chicago.  After the wedding, 
the couple took up residence in 
Chicago but later lived in St. 
Louis and Kansas City when 
Robertôs job required him to 
relocate.  During their time in 
the Midwest, Mrs. Slagle made 
frequent visits back to New 
York State to visit family and 
friends, often spending whole 
summers in New York.  In 
1910, after the couple moved 
back to Chicago, Robert left 
her and moved to Idaho to live 
with his sister.  The couple di-
vorced in 1914.  Alone at the 
age of 40, to provide for her-
self, Mrs. Slagle needed to find 
a career.  She connected with 
activists Jane Addams and 

Julia Lathrop of Hull House in Chicago who provided 
her with guidance.  Encouraged by her mentor, Julia 
Lathrop, the first woman to head a federal agency, 
Mrs. Slagle enrolled in a special course in occupa-
tions and educational methods at the Chicago School 
of Civics and Philanthropy.  This course was de-
signed to train nurses and attendants in the therapeu-
tic use of occupation to help institutionalized patients 
who suffered from mental illness.   
 After completing the course she was hired as a 
consultant by several institutions and quickly became 
recognized as an expert in occupational therapy.  She 
worked for a time at the Henry Phipps Clinic at Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore developing an occupa-
tional therapy department and then returned to Chica-
go to supervise the occupational therapy program for 
the Illinois Society of Mental Hygiene.  In Chicago 
she started the Henry B. Favill School of Occupa-
tions, the first school established in the United States 
for the training of occupational therapists.   
 In March 1917 she was one of six people who 
met in Clifton Springs, New York to found the Na-
tional Society for the Promotion of Occupational 
Therapy, later renamed the American Occupational 
Therapy Association (AOTA).  In her role with the 
new society, she became an ambassador for occupa-
tional therapy.  Mrs. Slagle continued her work with 
AOTA, serving as an officer for 20 years.  Instrumen-
tal in developing the organization, she worked to es-

tablish educational and profes-
sional standards for occupa-
tional therapists.  In 1937, El-
eanor Roosevelt, a friend and 
professional colleague spoke at 
the tribute dinner that AOTA 
held to honor Mrs. Slagleôs 
years of service.     
 In 1922, the New York 
State Department of Mental 
Hygiene was successful in re-
cruiting Mrs. Slagle to develop 
and oversee the occupational 
therapy programs in all the 
New York State institutions 
and schools.  Living in New 
York City, closer to Delaware 
County than when she was in 
Chicago, Mrs. Slagle was able 
to visit Arbor Hill in Fraser, 
New York, the new Clarke 
family homestead that her 
brother purchased in 1917 
more frequently.  


