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Two Films about the Cannonsville Reservoir ~ Three Local Showings

In June 2021, the Delaware County Historical Asso-
ciation, in partnership with Charles Cadkin, was
awarded a National Film Preservation Foundation
grant. The purpose of the grant was to restore the
1960 movie, Indian Summer. We are proud to an-
nounce that the movie, along with The Fall of Can-
nonsville, will be shown locally this July 4™ weekend:

Thursday, June 29 ~ Walton Theatre ~ 6:30pm
https://www.waltontheatre.org/

Saturday, July 1 ~ Deposit Theatre ~2pm
https://deposithistoricalsociety.org/

Sunday, July 2 ~ Andes Society for History and

Culture at the Hunting Tavern ~2pm
For more info call 917-922-2496

Indian Summer (Restored Version), Directed by Jules
Victor Schwerin with music by Mike and Pete See-
ger. 1960. On the first hot day of summer, an old
farmer goes fishing just as he has done for many
years on the West Branch of the Delaware River. A
young boy, his frequent fishing companion, eagerly
takes him to see the first giant bulldozers, which are
to begin construction on the Cannonsville Reservoir.
In order to provide more water for the cities, the vast
project will flood the valley. The old man goes to the
general store and walks the length of the valley to
talk about his concerns.

es were demolished and burned. The New York City
Board of Water Supply, after more than a decade of
planning, flooded the valley and a number of nearby
villages, displacing nearly one thousand people and
permanently altering the course of the lives of the
former residents who said goodbye to the place they
called home. To date, this was the last in a series of
nineteen reservoirs that were constructed, spanning
more than a century, each displacing numerous com-
munities and adding to the complex network of inter-
connected water infrastructure to supply New York
City with drinking water from upstate. Amidst politi-
cal turmoil the families of the valley vacated, but in
the sixty years following these events the trauma, ani-
mosity and anger have not subsided.

Charles Cadkin is a visual artist concerned with
documenting and preserving neglected personal and
local histories through ecology, topography, land-
scape and body. His work has screened international-
ly, including at the Museum of Modern Art, Other
Cinema, Light Field, Moviate Underground Film Fes-
tival, No Name Cinema and ULTRAcinema. He has
received funding and support from the National Film
Preservation Foundation, Interbay Cinema Society
and the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and
Special Events, among other institutions. He holds a
BS in Cinema and Photography from Ithaca College
and resides in Chica-

The Fall of Can-
nonsville, Directed
by Charles Cadkin.
In the mid-1960s the
remaining residents
of Cannonsville, NY
departed their homes
for the last time.
What was once an
idyllic valley had
now been made un-
recognizable as
homes and business-

go, IL.

Charles Cadkin will
attend all three local
screenings and will
participate in a Q&A
with the audiences.

g8l Lorgene’s Luncheonette,
Cannonsville, 1950s.
Photo donated by Hon.

= — 1 Carl F. Becker.



From the Archives: Finding Homes for Stray Records
by Ray LaFever

Over my now dozen years here at the archives, I’ve
occasionally found items that perplex me because
they are here. The items have no connection to Dela-
ware County, New York. So we’ve made some effort
to see if a better home can be found for them. One of
the earliest was a very interesting diary from a young
gentleman who worked for the YMCA of New Jer-
sey. It was a five-year diary starting in 1919 and in-
cluded a report on his visit to Russia that year —
which was in the midst of a bitter civil war. As fasci-
nating as it was, it didn’t make sense having it here
when there was no connection to our area. We ulti-
mately found out the best place was in the local histo-
ry room of the Newark (NJ) public library. The gen-
tleman’s surname was prominent in the area and it’s
where he spent the bulk
of his life, according to
research we did on An-
cestry. The library was
happy to add the diary
to its collections.

And we’ve been lucky
that over the years, a
number of organizations
have contacted us about
“stray” items they have
and have willingly sent
them to us. Just this
year, we received from
the Broome County

Historical Society some materials related to the NYS
Federation of Women’s Clubs. The materials were
mainly about Olive (Mrs. A. Lindsay) O’Connor and
Harriet Boyd of Cannonsville, who were both very
active in the organization. A library in Pawling, NY
sent us a ledger book from Stamford, NY from the
1840s. We don’t know to whom it belonged, but it
definitely has references to Stamford, NY.

The Delaware County Historical Society in Chester,
Pennsylvania (and with whom we are regularly con-
fused) recently sent us this stereo card showing “Milk
in the separating room passing over refrigerating
pipes of a dairy.” The back of the card (below) pro-
vides a description of Delaware County, NY.

10803, Geography—Right on the border of
Pennsylvania, in the central part of the southeastern

Delhi, the county-seat. Nothing could be more inter-
esting, from a gastronomic point of view, than the

the day when our cream was raised in pans, ripened
in the by no means always clean atmosphere of the
farmhouse kitchen, cooled in the spring-house and
churned laboriously and uncertainly by hand.

Products and Industries—Here on our left is one of
the modern types of cream separators. The cream
comes out of the upper pipe and slides toward us. It
then enters the square pipe and goes in the other di-
rection. The milk comes out of the lower valve at a!

tier of counties of the “Empire State,” is Delaware |
County. We are in about the centre of the county at|often the cause of sour milk:

much. faster rate and goes into those large tanks; it is

ting pipes and back into the tank nearest to us.

It is absolutely essential to keep all these pipes, etc.,
absolutely clean. Improper cleaning of utensils is
They should first be
soaked in lukewarm water, then thoroughly washed in
boiling water containing some cleaning material, lastly

equipment we see in the refrigerating and separating | they should be rinsed in clean hot water. In the case
room of this up-to-date creamery. It is a far cry from | of small utensils—buckets, strainers, dippers, etc.—they

should be inverted and drained in the open air, if

possible in the sunlight on suitable racks.

Refer _again to this wiew when considering Agriculture, Home
Economics.

Milk in the separating room,

Lait dans la chambre de séparation.

Milch in Separator Raum.

La leche en el lugar donde se separa la crema.
Mjolk i ett separator-rum.

drawn up from them and passes over those refrigera-|Moxoko BB OTIBINTEISHEXD KOMEATAXE.
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Making History in Delaware County

About thirty people, including historians from
across the county and beyond, came together to
share their knowledge and ideas at DCHA’s Bienni-
al Historical Society Conference on May 13™. His-
torians from Franklin, Meredith, Colchester, Gilboa,
Roxbury, Middletown, Delhi, Kortright, Davenport,
Hanford Mills Museum, Stamford, and Hobart en-
joyed presentations by Claire Lovell of the South
Central Regional Library Council (SCRLC) and
Mary Liz and Paul Stewart, co-founders of the Un-
derground Railroad Education Center.

ash i n t he @aﬂe %051 iSCi{L& e%plained the services their

Civil War Reenactment Digitization Program (https://scrlc.org/Digitization-
Program) offers to help historical societies digitize
J uly 8&9,2023 their collections. They provide training using digiti-

zation best practices and standards, and have equip-
ment available to loan for this project. The images

Battlefield reenactments, artillery, bayonet eventually get posted on the New York Heritage
drill, camp life, uniforms & dresses, cook- website (https://nyheritage.org/), which has a search
‘n ’medical de’mo cannon demo kids’ ac- engine to allow easier access and sorting of the im-
ti%f’ities scavenger’ hunt museun; exhibits ages for people who are looking for specific topics.

9am — 4pm

and more! Visit www.dcha-ny.org for a full Mary Liz and Paul Stewart, of the Underground
schedule of events. Railroad Education Center (https:/
undergroundrailroadhistory.org/ ) talked about their

Three battles over two days: experience while researching the Underground Rail-

The Bat td e D@ditysbrg)v il road and how it evolved into a larger project to in-
The Batt lise Corfe ekd i ?t Ithis history. They shared stories of finding
a

p
firgthand accounts at historical societies in personal
The Battle of Cifp Iletﬁrs oﬁ%iﬁeﬁwﬁoﬁlelped the freedom seeker on

Admission: Adults - $10 ‘Eih%{r travels. Malry Liz ar;ld Pau}‘ descrlibed L,I’Sil’lg
Military (retired or active) - $5 “lbef.er.lt ,Eermﬁl(i 08y Sl}llc f as “anti-s atf’ elrly Uor
DCHA members - $5 abolition tql elp search for accounts ot the Un-
Children 12 and under FREE derground Railroad.

The conference concluded with a round-table dis-
cussion focusing on how to build on what each his-
For more information on the above event please contact torical society has on offer and what upcoming
the Delaware County Historical Association at 607-746 events are scheduled for this year.
-3849, or e-mail at dchadelhi@gmail.com . DCHA i1s
located on Rt. 10, 3 miles northeast of Delhi.

Lunch onsite for purchase.

Benefit Quilt Raffle

A new quilt was donated to DCHA to be raffled this season. The quilt is on
display here in our gift shop. It measures 82” x 93” and has blocks with a heart
pattern. The main material has a pattern of pink and white flowers, the heart pattern
is created with black material with gold designs.

The drawing will be held at DCHA’s Annual Meeting, November 5, 2023.
Tickets are $1 each, or 6 for $5.



https://scrlc.org/Digitization-Program
https://scrlc.org/Digitization-Program
https://nyheritage.org/
https://undergroundrailroadhistory.org/
https://undergroundrailroadhistory.org/
http://www.dcha-ny.org
mailto:dchadelhi@gmail.com

1857 Diary Excerpts of James H. Thomson, New Kingston, NY

James H. Thomson, born November 26, 1818 — died
February 21, 1904, married Jane Amos (b. September
22, 1830 — d. June 20, 1895). Mr. Thomson kept a
diary from before 1838, but only parts remain starting
in 1838 to 1903. The diaries were transcribed and the
originals are at the Farmers’ Museum in Cooper-
stown. The transcriber worried: “At times it seemed
almost that in making this copy there was prying into
the private lives of others.” Then she found the fol-
lowing passage in a later Thomson diary (Perhaps
Mr. Thomson did wish to leave a record.):

“When other friends have gathered round

And you with happiness are crowned

On then recall past hours to mind

And think of him who wrote these lines.

When the lines on these pages are faded and old

And the hands that inscribed them are lifeless and cold

They may serve as mementoes of the years that have
fled
And of friends that have gone to the hills of the dead.”

NOTE: Original grammar and spelling maintained.

June 1, 1857

Monday — It rained a little in the morning we sowed
plaster in the forenoon & built fence up in the woods
in the afternoon it rained conciderable in the night.
Ingles sent the money for Hay.

June 2, 1857

Tuesday — This has been a warm day with some thun-
dershowers. We have been splitting rails & building
fence the ground is quite wet. I turned out the old
horses for the first time.

June 3, 1857

Wednesday — It was cool in the forenoon we finished
the fence we have been making through the woods —
And then we put in the Sheep & Shore them &
washed the wool. It rained a little at night.

June 4, 1857

Thursday — It has been cool today John went to Stam-
ford Andrew A has gone to work for Andrew Y I set
up the Soap works & planted some Peas, Beens &
Beets.

June 5, 1857

Friday — This was a clear cool day I plowed where
the Rye was Sowed Arthur came over with John last
night they went a fishing this afternoon

June 6, 1857
Saturday — It has been pretty cold today I am Plowing

on the Rye ground John went to the Butend & got the
Horses Shod I sent a firkin of Butter away with Wm
Thomson the women are making soap

June 7, 1857

Sunday — It rained very heavy in the forenoon Mother
Arthur & me went to meeting it rained very hard till
we got to Robert Archibalds then it Stoped Nancy
Jane came up with us

June 8, 1857

Monday — It was foggy this morning cleared up in the
fornoon clouded up & rained some in the afternoon
we sowed some plaster in the P.M. John went to the
Robs at night for the dog

June 9, 1857

Tuesday — It was dull & cloudy all day & rained
some towards night John helped Old Andrew to dig
Stons William Amos was here he came at dark last
night Arthur is still here the leves are small yet.

June 10, 1857

Wednesday — Still dark and cloudy it was raining at
daylight but stoped before we got done milking Da-
vid Amos and his mother came over today I com-
menced to plow a little for a summer fallow

June 11, 1857

Thursday — This has been a very rainy day John went
to Roxbury with Arthur the apple trees are in full
blossom and the leaves are in full size the ground was
very wet.

June 12, 1857

Friday — It was cool this forenoon it rained all night
till after day light when it cleared off but clouded up
before night again and commenced raining we were
at Old Andrew Thomsons stone bee

June 13, 1857

Saturday — There was great deal of rain in the night
but it cleared up before morning but sprinkled a little
in the afternoon it has rained every day this week and
most every day last week I have been plowing.

June 14, 1857

Sunday — This was a clear cool day Ellen & me went
to church John did not come home last night but staid
and went to a meeting | turned out the other span of
horses last night for the first time

June 15, 1857
Monday — It was cool in the morning but became
warm in the afternoon John and me went to Delhi I



left 32 Ibs of wool to make into flannel it was 11
o’clock PM when we got home.

June 16, 1857

Tuesday — This has been a cloudy day with a little
rain I went to Archibald Elliots at night and errant for
Thomas Elliot I drawed out the leach ashes & drawed
a log for a hog trough

June 17, 1857

Wednesday — It has been cloudy all day I plowed Sod
in the forenoon & dragged on the Buckwheat ground
in the P M John plowed in the PM AH Jonston was
down

June 18, 1857

Thursday — This was a cloudy rainy day I dragged
over the rest of the Buckwheat ground & John
plowed some it rained very hard before noon Wm
Thomson came up at night with papers & a letter
from Uncle James

June 19, 1857

Friday — Was still
raining we gathered
Sap  Spouts and
drawed a tree to the
Boiling place John
went in the afternoon
to get a dog Andrew
A & AH Johnston
were here & we put in
a new hog trough —

June 20, 1857
Saturday — This has
been a clear dry day
we have been draw-
ing Stones — Hender-
sons little girls were
up here today — the li-
lac bushes are in full
bloom yet it looks like

Seated: James H. Thomson, Jane Amos Thomson, Aunt Manie, Annie I.
Standing: Jacob N., William S., Andrew J., John A., Amos W.

June 23, 1857

Tuesday — This was a cool cloudy day we were hoe-
ing and weeding the garden & plowed some corn for
hoeing James Y was up to make out the school bill

June 24, 1857

Wednesday — It was cold & windy in the forenoon we
plowed and hoed at the corn & dragged Buckwheat in
the P.M. Nance calved yesterday which is the last this
year

June 25, 1857

Thursday — This has been a cool day but quite drying
we finished plowing & dragging buckwheat & hoed
some corn Kary Jane Johnston came down here alone
to See little John A

June 26, 1857

Friday — This has been a very dry day we finished
hoeing the corn & drawed a few stones in the fore-
noon John B & Charley went to Rob [illegible]
plowing bee in the afternoon

June 27, 1857
Saturday — This has
been another dry
warm day we have
been working on
the Summer fallow
John B went away
on horseback at
teatime [ have put
of my flannel shirt
and wooling pants
for the first

June 28, 1857
Sunday — This was
a warm day it
rained a little in the
morning Ellen & me
went to meeting Mr.
Erskin preached there

more rain

June 21, 1857

Sunday — This was a fine warm growing day I went
for the Doctor for Ann Redding in the morning &
staid all night to the meeting Mr. Lee preached Ann
had a little girl about 10PM

June 22, 1857

Monday — It was raining this morning but cleared up
in the forenoon we began to Sow Buckwheat but it
came up a shower & continued showery all afternoon
there was a tin peddler here.

was not a great many
there for Thomas Winters wife was buried on this day

June 29, 1857
Monday — It was very warm today & rained heavey at

night drawed chain stone off the Summer fallow &
CW Reding dragged

June 30, 1857

Tuesday — It was raining this morning and continued
to rain till the middle forenoon I went to the butend
with the old team & got them shod & to Featts mill
John & Charly drawed some stones



Dear

Last year DCHA received a donation of items from Sid-
ney and Franklin Depot all relating to the Stilson fami-
ly. Among them was a photograph of a house and a
family group. The following was written on the back of
the house photograph:

Dear House:

I was born in you, lived in you and found happiness
in you. In you I loved life, and all the people I have

Note: Unfortunately, this house was destroyed by fire in 1969.

Base Ball —- Hancock and Franklin

On Friday last an exciting game of Base Ball was played
between the Franklin and Hancock clubs on the grounds of
the former. The game commenced about 10AM and lasted
most of the day. When they adjourned for dinner, Hancock
was seven ahead, but at the close, Franklin reached seventy-
five; right ahead of their opponents, thus winning the game.
1t is said to have been well contested — and that for two or
three hours neither party were able to score a single one.

The game will probably be repeated at Hancock during
the season.

Delaware Gazette — August 15, 1860

The second game of base ball between the Highlanders
of Bovina and the Delhi club, at the fair grounds, on Thurs-
day last, resulted in the defeat of the Highlanders by sixteen

scores.
Delaware Republican — June 28, 1873

He Iwdse Stilson, Franklin, NY

Photo of Stilson family. December 25, 1931.

Seated: William E. (Father) aged 60, Katherine
Mary Stewart (Mother) aged 52.

Standing (L to R): Louise aged 24 (author),
Robert aged 25, Hester aged 31.

loved is part of you. To go away from
the sight of you for all time would be to
leave myself.

Your windows may break, your
doors may sag, and your roof may fall,
but always in my heart you will stand
upright sheltering my loved ones as be-
fore, and in this communion I come back
for happiness.

Louise Stilson, Franklin
Mch 6, 1943

Louise Stilson Campbell was born No-
vember 3, 1907 in Sidney Center, the
daughter of William E. and Katherine
Mary Stewart Stilson. She married Wil-
liam S. Campbell on July 17, 1953. She
was 100 years old when she passed
away on July 12, 2008.

There was a splendid display
of aurora borealis on Thurs-

day evening.

Delaware Republican
June 28, 1873




Capital Fundraising Update

Our organization has collected tens of thousands of
historic items concerning Delaware County over the
last 78 years. To enable us to continue collecting and
preserving for the future, we need more space!

Thus, our main fundraising effort since 2020 has
been expanding our existing collections and archive
space. As many of you are aware, DCHA has been
actively soliciting donations over the past three years
for this capital appeal. We are so grateful to those of
you who have contributed.

The new collections building will be situated imme-
diately behind our existing building. It will come
with modern environmental control systems and have
plenty of space for us to keep collecting items
(following recognized museum standards) germane to
Delaware County’s history for decades to come.

We are pleased to report that DCHA has so far raised
over $90,000 through grants and individual dona-
tions. This has allowed us to have architectural con-
cept plans created that show the scope of the new col-
lections facility, and engineers have tested the ground
and soil upon which we plan to build and found it to
be suitable. We have also completed a topographical
survey and tests that adjudge the land to be suitable
for a septic system. The unspent funds are safely held
in reserve in a local financial institution.

However, we have found the going tough in receiving
grants from state and federal agencies. As you may
imagine, dealing with government agencies is not
easy — and most of the grants we have applied for,
although very lucrative, are highly competitive. The
whole process is taking a lot longer than we imagined
back in 2020!

Our goal is still to raise enough money through our
own efforts and through grants to construct a new
collections building. Our short-term plan for 2023 is
to raise the additional money still needed to obtain
the final construction documents. Once we have
these, we will be well positioned to actually break
ground.

Thank you for your patience and to all who have giv-
en and helped DCHA!

Save the
Enchanted Evening at the Frisbee House
Saturday, July 29
6pm—9pm

dat qg:

Milking Stoolsé

There is no question in this countryman’s mind
that this nation would sail on a steadier keep if
we eliminated automobiles, airplanes, bikinis,
banana splits and parsley strewn on good pota-
toes and meats. Among the basic requirements
for a down-to-earth society would be a cow or
two for each home unit.

That means thought concerning the most effi-
cient milking stool. At the afternoon forum in
the General Store while waiting for the mail to
be sorted, an argument is easily generated over
the advantages of the four-legged stool versus
the three-legged. The majority of men favor a
solid, strong, four-legged stool because of its
psychological assurance while the white
streams shoot into the burgeoning head of
foam.

A few citizens favor the three-legged stool. In
every group one finds those who believe that
life should be lived dangerously in order to ex-
tract its fullest flavor. One should not oppose
this minority too vociferously. Live and let live
is a workable foundation for a democratic soci-
ety.

All men who enjoy pressing against bossy’s
silky flank and listening to the ping of the
streams as they hit the pail bottom, and then to
the soft hiss as the pail fills, can agree on one
basic point. The seat of a milking stool must be
smooth and made of hardwood. A splintery
milking stool surface has elements of danger
that can destroy the peacefulness of milking
time.

Republican Express — August 6, 1964

Three legged milking stool donated by Rabler in 1983.
Four legged milking stool donated by C.H. Wall in 1975.




Highlight from DCHA Collections: Wedding Dress Worn by Three Generations

A wedding dress donated in 2000 was
worn by three generations. Catherine Mac-
Donald was the first to wear this dress,
hand-sewn and embroidered by herself be-
fore her marriage to Jay Bernard Odell on
June 27, 1908. Her granddaughter and do-
nor, Joanna MacDonald Clarke wore it
when she married Bruce F. Cameron on
June 21, 1957. And on June 28, 1988 the
donor’s daughter got married in the very
same dress.

Pictured right: The donor at her 1957 wed-
ding with her new husband looking over
the cake. At right, the bride’s grandmother,
and original wearer and maker of the dress,
stands by.
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Shiny New Signs

Thanks to a grant from _
the Bert Santora Family Trust, | [erreesserepye
DCHA’s historic buildings | EESNIVERGISIR
now have shiny new signs | [EECCCESSGIEIEN |
installed. Each sign states |z | —
what the building is, the era it
was used/built, and what town
it came from. The basics!

The signs were created
and installed by Deb Fleming
of “Sign Designs.”

New Email Address

Please note that DCHA will be transitioning to a new
email address over the coming weeks. The old will
still be checked, but we request that folks contact us
via the address listed here: dchadelhi@gmail.com

He — Miss Bellacour claims to belong to a
very old family.

She — Well, she® justified. There are six of

those girls, and the youngest of them must
be at least thirty-five.

Delaware Republican — June 26, 1897
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Looking for Streisand Information

DCHA was among several organizations in the
area to be contacted recently for information
related to Barbra Streisand. The singer/actor is
writing her memoirs which will include the
death of her father, Emmanuel Streisand, at
Margaretville Hospital on August 4, 1943.

Emmanuel was a teacher at Brooklyn High
School for Specialty Trades who took a summer
job at Camp Cascade (between Fleischmanns
and Highmount). There are conflicting accounts
of how long he had been at the camp, and what
caused the seizure that landed him in the hospi-
tal: The death certificate completed by Dr.
Abraham Weinberg says “possible cerebral tu-
mor”; the Jewish Forward newspaper said he
died when he was injected with morphine dur-
ing an epileptic episode; and Karen Ram, a pro-
ject researcher, contends “Manny” had previ-
ously been in a car accident, which caused him
to suffer from severe headaches and seizures.

Whatever the cause, Emmanuel Streisand died
in Margaretville at the age of 35, leaving wife
Diana and their infant daughter Barbra.

If you have photos of Camp Cascade in 1942 or
1943, or by some miracle have one of Emmanu-
el Streisand, please contact us!




Recipes from Delhi Sesquicentennial Celebration
Compiled for d.adies6Day,0June 29, 1971

The weeklong celebration of the 150™ anniversary of
Delhi village’s founding included many different ac-
tivities. A few items from the celebration are on dis-
play in DCHA’s latest exhibit /n My Dayé .

Below is a compilation of recipes compiled for the
occasion:

Shredded Wheat Bread

2 cups boiling water

2 shredded wheat

2 teaspoons salt

1/3 cup sugar

1/3 cup molasses

3 tablespoons melted shortening

1 yeast dissolved in 1/3 cup warm water
6 cups flour

Pour hot water over wheat. Let stand until lukewarm.
Stir in 5 cups flour. Knead in last cup. Let rise. When
double in bulk put in 3 tins. Bake at 350° for 10
minutes, then bake at 325° for 30 minutes.

(Jean Northrup)

Copper Carrot Pennies

2 Ibs. carrots sliced

1 small green pepper sliced thin

1 can tomato soup

1 cup sugar

1 tsp. prepared mustard

Pepper to taste

1 teaspoon salt cooked with carrots
Y% cup salad oil

%, cup vinegar

1 teaspoon Worcester sauce

Cook carrots only until fork tender. Do not overcook.
Add rest of ingredients to drained cooled carrots. Let
marinate 2 or 3 days. Serve very cold. Will keep a
month anyway in refrigerator. I serve in large dish —
everybody helps themselves.

(Jeanette Shepard)

Billy Taft Cake

2 cups flour

1 cup sugar

1 tablespoon cornstarch
2 teaspoon soda

1 teaspoon cinnamon
Y5 teaspoon cloves

2 teaspoons nutmeg

3 tablespoons cocoa

1 cup walnuts

1 pound raisins

1 %2 cup unsweetened applesauce
2 cup melted butter

Mix all dry ingredients. Then add nuts, raisins, ap-
plesauce and melted butter. Blend well. 325 deg 45+
min.

(Judy Maxwell)

Old Fashioned Johnny Cake

2 tablespoon oleo or butter (melted)
Ya cup sugar

Y cup white flour

Y5 cup graham flour

1 cup corn meal

Y5 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon baking soda

1 cup sour milk

l egg
2 tablespoons molasses

Stir baking soda into sour milk in a small bowl. Add

melted butter, egg and molasses. In a large bowl stiff

together flour, salt and add sugar and corn meal.

Make a well in center and add wet ingredients, stir-

ring until just blended. Turn into greased 9 inch

round cake pan. Bake 20 minutes in 400 degree oven.
(Corinne Oliver)

Tomato Soup Cake

I cup sugar

2 large tablespoons butter

I egg

1 cup raisins

1 level teaspoon soda dissolved in 1 can tomato soup
1 heaping teaspoon baking powder

Sift in:
1 % cup flour

Y5 teaspoon cloves
Y2 teaspoon nutmeg

Bake in 350 oven
(Jean Northrup)

MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE

Secguicentennial Celebration

YY) “Centennial Belles”
B, 1821, 1971




Two Scotch Lads

Excerpts FromRut s i n t he

by John Raitt

During the past few weeks I have been privi-
leged to see and read a packet of letters and clippings
which, when digested, offer an interesting and in-
formative picture worth relating. The story begins on
the other side of the Atlantic Ocean.

Two teenage Scotch lads, in search of adven-
ture and an opportunity to make their fortune in a
new world, somehow convinced their parents to per-
mit them to emigrate to the United States.

What encouraged the lads were the stories
being printed telling of the huge bounties being of-
fered to willing young men who would enter the Un-
ion Army in place of draftees unwilling to fight.

With these prospects the two young fellows,
Adam and Tom, set sail from Bonnie Scotland and
came to New York City. Tom had a cousin living in
Delaware County so higher they came.

Indications are that they arrived in this vicini-
ty early in 1864 and set about putting out feelers for
“bounty” enlistments. By the end of April both lads
were in the army at Hart’s Island in New York Har-
bor along with some newly made friends from Dela-
ware County, New York.

So Thomas Gordon (for this was the young
man’s name), entered the army as a substitute for
Harrie Dowie of Andes. Adam Cowan Murray, the
other lad, no doubt also was able to secure a bounty
and enlisted as a substitute, but the letters kept by Mr.
Gordon, and given to me to read by his daughter, do
not elaborate on how Adam entered the service.

One rather unusual and amazing thing is ap-
parent from the many letters kept by Tom Gordon.
Right from the beginning, Adam continued to avoid
telling his family and friends in Scotland that he had
enlisted in the army, but rather hinted to them that he
was in a “first rate situation.” Tom, of course, had
told his family.

Many in Scotland suspected that both had en-
tered the army, and finally Tom’s brother John wran-
gled the truth from Tom. However, Adam’s family
did not ask directly and Tom’s brother John said he
would not tell them unless they came right out and
asked him. If they did, he would reveal the truth.

Fifteen days before the surrender, shortly after
5 o’clock in the morning of
March 25, Sergeant Adam
Cowan Murray and a com-
rade were struck and in-
stantly killed by an incom-
ing rebel shell. They were in
action at Fort McGilvery
before Petersburgh.

Sketch by John Raitt
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R dTaedollowiag is.a tr@nscript of a letter from

Robert Murray to Thomas Gordon

April 20, 1865
Ringanwhey

Mr. Thomas Gordon,

My Dear Sir,

I have rec@l your letter, dated the 29" ylt. an-
nouncing the sad news of poor Adam®& death. That
letter reflects upon you great credit indeed. I know
that you were deeply attached to him, and that he re-
ciprocated the attachment. You have been very kind
and I can hardly express to you how much I am
obliged. Adam®& death at any time would have been a
heavy blow to his mother and me; but I need scarcely
say that owing to the way in which he left us, and al-
so to the fact that he never acknowledged to us that
he was in the army, we feel his sudden and bloody
death more than we would otherwise have done. The
last letter I rec@d from Adam was dated the 15" of
January It was written in answer to the one [ sent to
your uncle at Delhi making inquiries about Adam. It
is a great pity that he did not own at once that he was
in the army,; but he seemed to think (and I am sure |
am right) that it would plunge us into the deepest dis-
tress, if we came to know that he had enlisted. 1
learned, however, from your brother a considerable
time ago that my fears were verified; for I feared
from the beginning that he would fall into the army. I
need not however talk anymore on that matter now.
Oh! My poor Adam, never, never shall I forget thee.
Never shall I regard, but with love, those who took a
loving interest in thy welfare.

On the same day that I rec@ your letter, I also
got one from the Captain, which was very kind. I am
just about to write to him, and I shall say that he may
forward the 32 Y dollars found in Adam® purse, and
also 3 months pay due to Adam (the Captain in-
formed me of that, which was highly honourable) to
your cousin, Mr. John M. Gordon, Delhi; and hand
over to you the letters and other things, of small in-
trinsic value it may be, but of great value now to us.
Any of these things you are at perfect liberty to retain
as a memento of the lost one; and I know that you
will carefully and religiously send the rest to his
mother and me. I shall be most happy to hear from
you occasionally; and I need not assure you that 1
shall rejoice to hear of the prosperity of one whom
my poor Adam esteemed so highly. I see Petersburg
and Richmond have both fallen.

With many thanks, I remain Yours Sincerely,

Robert Murray

Letter continued on page 11
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Phebe Bowers: A Fragment of Local History, by Samantha Misa

Historical research can often end in frustration or
mystery. Other times, the documents and sources
consulted leave a researcher with more questions than
answers. An excellent example of this is the Phebe
Bowers materials in the DCHA archives.

Four handwritten copies of a document pertaining to
Bowers dated 1842 by Justices of the Peace from Bo-
vina and addressed to several residents of the town
state the following:

You are hereby commanded that laying aside all
business and other excuses you and each of
yours personally be and appear before Walter
Coulter and John Erkson Esquires two of the
Justices of the peace of the said county at the
house of William Orr in Bovina on the 3 day of
June next at one oQlock in the afternoon to tes-
tify the truth according to your knowledge
touching the father of a bastard child of which
Phebe Bowers is pregnant. Here of fail unto at
your own peril. Given under my hand this 20"
day of May 1842, Walter Coulter, Justice of the
Peace.

Walter Coulter’s other handwritten copy is identical
except for the second to last sentence which reads
“the father of a child likely to be born a bastard of
which Phebe Bowers is pregnant.” The two docu-
ments written by Justice of the Peace John Erkson are
similar, but attest to an earlier meeting which was
held at the home of John Seacord to determine “the
father of a bastard child of which Phebe Bowers is
pregnant soon likely to be delivered a bastard.” Ac-
cording to a note on the reverse of the notices, the
justices charged the county $2.25 for their services.

In other cases of illegitimate children, local officials
were mainly concerned with determining paternity to
avoid the mother and child becoming an expense to
the town. During the same year in Bovina, a woman
named Sally Hadley gave birth to a child out of wed-
lock and named prominent Stamford farmer Hugh

Gemel as the father. While many witnesses testified
against Sally Hadley’s character and the truth of her
statement, the town determined that Gemel should
pay for the expenses of Hadley’s pregnancy and for
support of the child.

Unfortunately, in the case of Phebe Bowers, exhaus-
tive research by both myself and town of Bovina His-
torian (and DCHA archivist) Ray LaFever has yield-
ed few answers.

The following is the entirety of available information

recovered in regard to Phebe Bowers:

1. The 1840 census reveals that Bowers lived in the
town of Andes and was listed as head of house-
hold. Bowers shared the residence with two girls
and a boy under the age of five, a boy between
ten and fifteen, and she was between the ages of
thirty to forty.

2. At some point between 1840 and 1842 Bowers
moved to Bovina.
3. Two or more meetings were held at the homes of

William Orr and John Seacord in June 1842 in an
effort to determine the paternity of a child she
was pregnant with.

Nothing else is known about Phebe Bowers or her
child. This is often the case with births, marriages,
and deaths that occurred prior to 1881, when official
records began to be kept for these events. Female
subjects are particularly difficult to track down, as
lack of marriage records often prevents discovering
their whereabouts on the census once their surname
changes. For Phebe Bowers, her lack of appearance
on any further Delaware County census records likely
indicates that she either married, died, or moved
away.

Despite its fragmentary nature, the story of Phebe
Bowers is undoubtedly better documented than many
other cases of illegitimate children, and offers a win-
dow — however small — into the complicated lives of
past Delaware County inhabitants.

Letter continued from page 10

P.S. What countryman was the comrade who fell a
long with Adam? Was Adam buried in a grave by
himself? Could it be managed that a plain but neat
tombstone might be erected over his grave? You will
be able to tell me. If so, I know that it would be to you
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a labor of love. The cost could remain in the hands of
your cousin to be paid over to you. Adam was born
on the 8" of April 1845, so that he was very nearly 20
years of age. (Adam Cowan Murray)

Iam R. Murray
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