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DCHA has embarked on a multi-year
effort to construct an approximately
8,000 square foot collections facility.  A
new building is required because the
museum/library has run out of room to
keep collecting.

The plan is for our new facility to be
situated behind our existing library and
archives building. It will be equipped
with modern environmental control
systems and have plenty of space for us
to stay true to our mission of collecting
items related to Delaware County’s
history well into the future.

DCHA was founded in 1945 and acquired the
historic Gideon Frisbee Farmstead in Delhi in the
early 1960s. The site includes the original farm
house and barn along with several other
buildings moved to the 60 acre plot, such as the
Amos Wood Gunshop, Husted Hollow
Schoolhouse, Tollgate House, Blacksmith Shop,
and late 19th century corn crib.

Historic artifacts in DCHA's
collections now - and in the future -

are at risk of deteriorating and being
lost to posterity. 

DCHA has collected tens of thousands
of historic items concerning Delaware

County for over three quarters of a
century. To enable us to continue
collecting and preserving for the

remainder of the twenty-first century,
we need to expand our storage space. 
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Summer and Fall Hours: 
Historic Buildings, Exhibit Galleries and Gift/Bookshop:
Tuesday—Saturday, 11 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. from the last weekend in May
thru Columbus Day. Admission: Adults: $5.00; Children: $1.50
 

Winter Hours: 
Office, Exhibit Galleries and Gift/Bookshop:
Monday—Friday, 10am to 4pm from Columbus Day until Memorial Day. 
Free Admission.
 
H. Fletcher Davidson Library and Archives (open year-round)
Tuesday & Wednesday, 10 A.M. to 3 P.M. (By Appointment Only)
A $5.00 donation is requested from non- Delaware County residents to
help maintain library services.
 



These items are stored, preserved 
and rotated into exhibits for 

public consumption. 



About Collections

DCHA’s collections include a sampling of
artifacts (over 10,000 pieces) and archival
materials (approx. 1,300 cubic feet)
produced or used by the people of
Delaware County. Artifacts are anything
that can be held, excluding documents,
from the size of a small political button to
items as large as carriages and farm
machinery. Collections range from Native
American artifacts to current times. 
     DCHA’s collections represent a depth of
material not often found in local historical
agencies.  

Claude Topping WWI
uniform and trunk 

Claude Topping (1878 – 1961)
of North Harpersfield served as

a doctor in World War I.



Covered Bridge Building Tools
1840-60s

WWI Uniform

350 kitchen tools 
100 pieces of furniture 
490 dresses (including 30 wedding dresses) 
350 baby/children’s clothing items 
250 hats 
50 pairs of shoes
400 military artifacts 
230 framed artifacts (paintings, photos,
certificates & hair wreaths)
30 pieces of folk art (carvings & sculptures)
70 baskets
600 hand tools (molding planes, blacksmith
tools, saws, hammers, axes) 
130 quilts
90 coverlets, blankets and afghans 
280 children’s play things
20 dolls
15 musical instruments

Highlights

Cane fashioned from an old beam
that was once part of the Sugar
House Prison in Manhattan during
the Revolutionary War. One of only
a few made, it was gifted to Levi
Hanford of Walton, one of the last
surviving veterans who had been
imprisoned in the Sugar House. 

1880 Fundraising
Signature Quilt

Tools used by Robert
Murray covered bridge

builder. He is credited with
building at least nine

covered bridges in
Delaware County.  




By the Numbers

Sugar House Cane
1840s

Delaware Academy 1930s
 Baseball Uniform

Worn by Roland
Wirths (1916 –
1979), Delhi, NY. 

Historic Chair
1775-1800

Chair used in Federal hall
in New York City. Later
presented to Captain Isaac
Keeler of the Continental
Army and passed to his
nephew William B.
Hanford of Franklin.
(pictured left)


